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bave bren graduslly and grestly reduced. | the power and influence it thos possesses, been |
through the persevering efforis of the War De. | infected 1o madness with a spirit of heedless
poriment | and & resssusbie bope may be en.  speculstion, when it had been seen that, seo-
teniained (hat the pecessity fur mililary opers. | cure in the suppoit of the combination of influ-
tious in that qusrier will soos cease.  The re- | ences by which $was sutrounded it could vin-
movel of the Indians from within our aetthed  [ate 118 charter and set the laws at dedance

—

borders s neatly oo The pormion lst, | with smpunity and when, 100, it had become
wee ol 1he Lenvwst npon the "lveasory, | most spparent that 1o belisve that such an ac-
is repedly diminishing desth. The mest | cumulation of powers can ever be gpranted

restly of our public bufldings are either finish- }
ed or wearly 8o and we may, | think, ssfely |
emise ourse ves 8 continued exemption from |
arder difiruities. and its inevitble consequences, ] have advocat.
The svailsbie telance in the Tmesury on ' ed, and endeavored to carry inte effect, the pol-
the Iot of January nostis ostimated ot one mill- | foy of confining the appropristions for the pub-
oo and & baif of dollers, T his sim, with the  lic service to such objects only s are clearly
espectid recoipta frem ali sevrces during 1the  withinthe constitutional authority of the Fed.
peat yesr, will, 1t s believed, e suffcient 1o etal Government | of exeluding fromils expen-
epuble the Guverrment 10 meet every engage- | wes those improvident and unauthorized grants
ment, sod Jeave o suitable balsnce inthe Treas.  of public money for works ofinternal improve
ury st theend of (he venr ifthe renedianl mens-  ment, which were so wisely arrested by the
l.ni'l rontected with the custems and the pub. | constitutional interposition of iy predecessor,
he ande, bevetc fore recommanded, ol all beas | and which, if they had not been so checked,
degted, sud 1he pew appreprintices Ly Con. | would long belore this time have involved the
rens shall pot eany the expencnvies Lesond  finances of the Ceneral Government in embar-
5# efMinl rstimates e
The rew svstem established Ly Congress for  experienced by any of the States ; of limiting
the sale koc-lr g of the I"" e meney, pres ull our r‘l|4‘!n]ll||ll" to that lllllplt‘. unostenta.
scribing the kind of currency 1o Le rereived  tioos, and economical administration of pubiie
for the public revenve, and providing additivn. | aflairs, which is alore consistent with the char-
al guerds and securities sguiost losses, has new | acter of our institutions ; of collecting annual
been peveral montha in operation.  Although |y from the customs and the sales of public
it might be
such limied duration, to form ¥ definite opin. | expenses thus incured, but, wunder no pietence
fon i regard 10 the extent of s influences in | whatseever, o impose taxes spor the people
vonecting many evils uoder whick the federsl 1o a greater amount 1} an was actually neces.

without the certainty of being abused, was 1o
indulge ina fatal delusion,

Goverrment and the country bave hitherto  sary to the public service, conducted vpon the |

suffered—especially those that bave grownout | principles | have stated,
of banking expansions. a deprecisted currency, | In liew of a national bank, or a dependence
and cflicwal de'nicationss yet it is but right to  vpon banks of W
say that nothing bas oceurred in the practical ment of our fiscal affairs, [ rec the a-

tatiun of the system 10 wesken in the  doption of 1he system which is now in suc-
:r:;hlul degree, but much 1o strengthen the  cessful operation.  “T'hat system affords every
confidemt snnicipaticns of its friends.  The reguisite facility for the iransaction of the pe-
grounds of these have heretofore Leen so fully  cuniary concerns of the Government; will, it
cxpluined as 1o reguire no rece| itulation.  In  is coufidemtly anticipated, pmdnu in other re-
respect to the faciiny snd convenience it afe | spects many of the benefits which have been
fords in conducting the public service, and the  from time to time expected from the creation
ability of government 1o discharge, throvghits | of a national bauk, but which have never been
sgency, every duty attendant on the collection, | realized; avoid the manifold evils inseparable
transfer, and disbursement of the public money  from such an institution; diminish, to a great-
with promptitude and success I can say, with er extent than could be accomplished by any
confidence, that the apprelensions of these other measure of reform, the patronage of the
who felt 1t to be their duty to oppose its adop- | Federal Government—a wise policy in all
uen, have proved it 1o be unfounded.  On the  Governments, but more especially so in one
cantrary, this branch of the fiscal affairs of | like ours, which works well only in proportion
the governmeni has leen, and it is Lelieved | as it is made to rely for its support vpon the
may always be, thus carnied on withevery de-  unbiased and undulterated opinions of i's con-
sirable facility and serurity. A few changes  stituems; do away, furever, all dependence on

To wroid the necessity of a permanent debt, |

rassmients for greaterthan those whic liare now e

mature, upon an_experience of | lands.a revenve fully cdequate to defray sl the |

e —— —

Government was (nstituted, have not been Jost
sight of  Entrusted anly with certain limited
powers, cautiously enumerated, distinctly spe-
cified, and defined with a precision and clear-
ness which would seem to defy misconstrues
tion, it has been my constant aim 1o

mysell within the limits so clearly mark L
and so carefully guacded. Having always

been of opinton that the best preservative of
the uniot of the states is to be found in a to- |

tal abstinence from the exercise of all doubi.
ful powers on the part of the Federal Govern-
maenl, rathes thanin uuam'}-u o assume them
by a loose construction o the constitution, of
an INEgenious perversion of i1s wm'flu.l_hatt on-
deavored 1o avoid recammending any ﬁrumﬂ
which I had reason to apprehend would,iy the
opinion even of a considerable minority of my
fellow ciizens, be reparded wa trenching on
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force, 1o comply wit ' :
lb“’m. 'i"hl"elnt'l'mnn of the treaty of Payne's

Landing, signed in 1832, but not ratified unul
1834, was postponed, at the solicitation of the
Indinns, until 1836, when they again renewed
their agreement to remove peaceably to their
new homes in the west, In the face of this
| solemn and renewed compactthey broke their
| faith, and commenced their hostilities by the
| massacre of Major Dade’s command, the mur-
der of their agent, General Thompson, and
| other acts of erdel treachery.  When this a-
| larming and unexpected mlaltium_'nrc reached
tho seat of Government, every eflort appears
to have been made to reinforee General Clineh,
| who commanded the troops then in Florida.
| General Eustis was despatched with rein-
forcements from Charleston ; tronps were call-
| od out from Alsbama, Tennesses, and Geor.

the rights of the States, or the provisions of | gia: and General Scott was sent to take the

the hallowed instrument of our Union,  View.
ing the sggregate powers of the Fedaral Gov-
ernment as a volustary concession of the states,
it soemed to me that such only should ba ex-
ercised as were at the time intended to be giv-

priety of this course, by the conviction thad a
offurts 1o go beyond this, tend only to prodoce
dissatinfaction and distrust, to excite jealous-
ies, and to provoke resistance, Instead ofad-
ding strangth to the Federal Governmenteven
when succesafulthey must ever prove asoerce
of incurable weakness, by alienating a portion
L of thove whose adhesion is indispensible 1o
the great aggregate of united strength, and
whose voluntary attachment is, - .
tion, far more essential w the
government, strong in the best

confidence and

n,
1 have Leen strengthened, oo, in lhe£l\-
1l

all those who make up its ¢
ments.

Thus belin-ein%. ithas been m)
| cure to the whole people, and w every mem-
ber of the contederacy, by general, salutary,
and equal laws alone, the benefit of those re-
publican institutions which it was the end and
aim of the constitution to establish, and the
impartial influence of which is, in my judg-
ment, indispensible to their preservation. |
cannot bring mysell to believe that the lasting
happiness ol the people, the prosperity of the
States, or the permanency of their Union, can
be maintained by giving preference or priority
to any class of citizens in the distribution of
benefits or privileges, or by the adoption of
mensures which enrich one portion of the Un-
ion at the expense of another; nor can | see
in the interference of the Federal Government

ard improvemeonts in the details of the system,
without affecting any principles involved in it,
will be submitied to you by the secretary of

weasury, and will, I om sure, receive at
your hands that attention to which 1wy may, '
son examination be found to be entitled.

I have deemed this brefl summary of our
fiscal affairs necessary 1o the due pertormance
ol a duty ﬁ;ﬂllll{ enjoined upon me by the
constitution; it will serve also more fully to
lustrate the principles by which 1 have been
guided in reference 1o two contested points in
<our political policy, which were earliest in
their development, and have Leen more impor- |
tnt in their consequences than any which |
have arisen under our complicated and difficult
yet admirable syatem of government; 1 allude
Lo a national debt and a natonal bank. It was
an these that the politicai contests by whioh |
‘the country has been agitnted ever since the

on of the constitution, in a great meas-
ure on ; and \here is 100 much reason |
40 apprebend that the corflicting interests and
opposing principles thus marshalled, will con-
tinue as heretofore, 10 produce similar if not
avated co neess.
ing into office the declared enemy of
both, I have earnestly desired 1o prevent a re.
sort 1o either. |

The consideration that a large public dels
-affords an apology, and in some degree, a ne-
cesaily, also, for vesoning 1o a system and ex-
tent-of taxation which is not only oppressive
throughout, but likewise is apt 1o lead, in the
-end, W the commission of that most edious of
all effenses against the principles of a republi-
can government. the prostitution of politieal
power, conferred for the peneral l'enrﬁ': 10 the
sggrandizament of partioulsr classes, and the
grafilication of individusl cupidity, is alane
suflicient, indepenently of the weighty objec-
tions which lave alteady been urged, to ren-
der its creation and existence the source of
bitter and unappeasable discord. 11 we add 10
thin, its inevitable tendency 10 produce and fos-
ter nluu:nm expenditures of the public mo-
ney, by which a necessity is created fur new
loans and new burdens on the people: and fi
nally, il we feler 1o the eutnp‘n of any gov-
‘ernment which has existed, for proof how sel-
dom it is that the system, when once adopred
and implanted in the policy of a country, has
failed 10 expend itsell, untl public credit was
exbausted and the poople were no longer able
1o endure its increasing weight, it seems im-

bile to resist the cunclusion that no bene-
fits resulting from its carcer, no extent of con-
quest, no acoession of wealth 1o particular
classes, nor any, nor all its combined advan-
tages, can counterhalance its ultimate but cer-
tin resulis—a splendid government and an |

i verished people,
mﬁ?n national bank was, an is undeniable,

:;Tuimed b illme framers of the constitution
neompatible with the rights of the States
wnd the liborties of the poopa_nf from the be-
ginning it has been regarded by large portions
of our citizens as coming in direct collision
with that great and vital amendment of the
constitution, which declares that all powers
not conforred by that instrument on the gene-
nal government are reserved 1o the States and
1o the people, if it has been viewed by them
ay the first great step in the march of latitedi
pous construciion which, unchecked, would
render that sacred instrument of as little velue
88 3N unwiitten constitution, dependent as |t
would alone be for its mweaning, on the inter-
ested interpretation of a dominan pany, and
affording no secunty 10 the rights of the mi-
ny: if such i undoubnedly the case, what
rational grounds could have been conceived
for anticipating avght but determined DppPOs -
tion to such an institution at the present day!
Could & different result bave been expecied
when the comseguences which have flowed
drom i ciestion, and particulsly from its
mlﬂ o perpetuate its oxistence, had con-
+ 10 8o sinking 3 manoer, the sppreben.
sion of its earhiest oppunents ; when it had
boen w0 clearly demonstrated that a concen.
trated money-power, wielding so vast a cap-
Mal, and combiniog such incalculsble means
of influence, may, in those particular conjunc-
tures to which thus government 1 unavoidahbly
azposed, prove an overmaich for the political
power of the people themaelves: when the true
characier of s capacity W regulate, acconling
10 s will and its interesta, and the interesty of
e havorites, the valoe and production of the
labser wn{ of every man in this oxten-
ded country had been s0 fully snd fearfully
d-lnl-=. wheo it was solonous that all clsg-
oes of s gress community bad, by mesny of

! ment,

corporate bodies, either in the raising, collect-
ing, safekeeping, or disbursing of lﬁe public
revenues; and place the Government equally
abuve the tempitation of fostering a dangerous
and unconstitutional institution at home, or the
necessity of adapting its policy to the views
and inierests of a s1ill more formidable money--
power abroad.

Itis by adopting and carrying out those
principles, under circumstances the most ar-
duous and discouraging, thet the attempt has
been made, thus far successfully, to demon-
sirate to the people of the United States that
a national bank at all times,and a national debt,
except it be incurred at a period when the
honor and safety of a nation demand the tem-
l:mrar_v sacrifice of a policy which should only
e abandoned insuch exigencies,are not mere-
Iy unnecessary, but in direct and deadly hos-
tility to the principles of their Government,and
to their own permanent welfare,

The progress made in the developement of
these positions, appears in the preceding
sketch of the past history and present state of
the financial concerns of the Federal Govern-
The facts there stated fully author-
ize the assertion, that all the purposes for
which this Government was instituted have
accomplished during four years of greater pe-
cuninry embarrassment than were ever before
experienced in a time of peace,and in the face
of apposition as furmidable as any that was
ever before arrnyed sgainst the policy of an
administration; that this has been done when
the ordinary revenues of the Government were
generally decreasing, as well from the opera-
ton of the laws, as the condition of the coun-
try, without the creation of a permanent publie
debt, or incurring any liability, other than such
as the ordinary resources of the Government
will speadily discharge, and withiout the agen-
cy of a national bank.

If this view of the proceedings of the Gov-
ernment, for the period it embraces, be war-
ranted by the facts as they are known to exist;
if the army and navy have been sustained to
the full extent authurized by law, and which
Congress deem sufficient for the defence of
the countiy and the protection of jts rights and
its honor; if its civil and diplomatic service
has been equally sustained; ifample provision
has been made for the administration of justice
and the execution of the laws; if the elaims
upon publie gratitude in behalf of the soldiers
of the Revolution have been promptly met,and
faithfully discharged: if there have been no
failures in defiaying the very large expendi-
tures growing out of that long-continned and
salutary palicy of peacefully removing the In-

with the local legislation and reserved rights
of the States, a remedy [or present, or security

| command, with ample power and ample means.
| At the first alarm, General Gaines organized a
| force at New Orleans, and, without waiting
for nrders, landed in Flotida, where be delir-
ered over the troops he had brought with him,
to General Scott,

Governor (all was subsequently appointed
to condoet a summer campaign, and at the
elose of it was replacad by General Jesup, —
These events and changes took place under
the administration of my predecessor. Not-
withstanding the exertions of the axperienced
officers who had command there for eighteen
months, on entering upon the administration
ofthe Government 1 found the ''erritory of
Florida a prey to Indipgn atrocities. A stren-

effort was immediately made to bring
1 hostilities to a close; and the army un-
General Jesup, was reinforced until it
inted ta ten 1 men, and furnished
abundant supplies of every description,
is campaign a great number of the enemy
captured aml destroyed: but the charac-
wer of the contest only was changed. The In-
dians having been defeated in every engage-
ment, dispersed in small bands throughout the
country, and bocame an_enterprising, formi-
dable, and ruthless banditti. General Tavlor,
who succeeded General Jesup, used his best
exertions to subdue them, and was seconded
in his efforts dy the officers under his com-
mand; but he, too, failed 10 protect the Terri-
tory from their depredations,
3y an act of signal and erusl treachery they
<Im;ke the truce made with them by General

Macomb, who was sent from Washington for
the purpose of carrying into effect the ex-
pressed wishes of Congress, and have con-
tioued their devastations ever since.

General Armistead, who was in Florida
when General Taylor left the army, by per-
mission, assumed the command, and. after ac-

against future dangers.

The first, and assuredely not the least, im-
portant step towards relieving the country from
the condition into which it has been plunged |
l?v excesses in trade, banking, and credits of |
all kinds, was to place the business tramsac- |
tions of Government itsell on a solid basis; I
giving and receiving in all cases value for val-
ue, and neither countenancing nor encouraging
in others that delusive system of credits from
which it has been found so difficult 1o escape,
and which has left nothing behind it but the
wrecks that mark its fatal career.

That the financial affairs of the Government
are now, and have been during the whole pe-
riod of these widespreading difficulties, con-
ducted with a strict and invariable regard to
this great and fundamental principle, and that
by the assumption and maintenance of the stand
thus taken on the very threshold of the ap-
proaching crisis, more than by any othereause
or causcs whatever, the community at large
has been shielded from the incalculable evils
of a general and indefinite suspension of spe-
cie payments, and a consequent annihilation,
for the whole period it might have lasted, of a
just and invariable standard of value, will, it
is beliaved, at this period, scarcely be ques-
tioned.

A steady adherence, on the part of the Gov-
ernment, to the policy which has produced
such salulary results, aided by judicious State
legislation, and, what is not less important,
by the industry, enterprise, perseverance, and
econnmy of the American people, cannot fail
to raise the whoie country, at an early period,
to a state of wolid and enduring prosperity, not
subject to be again overiirown by the snspen-
sion of banks or the explosion of a blonted
credit system. It is for the ple, and their
representatives, to decide whether or not the
permarent welfare of the country (which all
good citizens equally desire, however widely
they may differ as to the means of its arcom-
plishment) shall be this way secured; or wheth. |
er the management of the pecuniary concerns

of the Government, and, by consequence, to a

F"m extent, those of individuals also, shall

be carried back 1o a condition of things which

fostered those contractions and expansiona of

the currency, and those reckless ahuses of
credit, from the baleful effects of which the |
country has so deeply suffered—a return that |
can promise, in the end, no beiter results than |
1o reproduce the embarrassments the Govern- |
ment has experienced; and to remove from

dians 10 regions of comparative safety and |
prosperity; if the public faith has at all limpes,
and every where bren most scrupulously main-
tuined by prompt discharge of the numerous,
extanded, and diversified claims on the Treas- |
ury;—if all these great and permanent objects,
with many others that bt be siated, have,
for aseries of years, marked by peculiar ob-
stacles and difliculties, been successfully ac-
complished without a resort to a publie drl:l,!
orthe aid of a national bank; have we not a!
right to expect that a policy, the objeby of |
which bas been 1o sustain the public service
indeperdently of either of these fruitful sour.
ces of discord, will receive the fiseal sanction
of a people whose unbiassed
ed judgmemt upon publie
mately wrong!

That embarrassments in the peouniary con.

the shoulders of the present, to those of fresh
victims, the bitter fruits of that spirit of specu- |
lative enterprise to which our countrymen are |
so liable, and upon which the lessons of ex- |
penience are 5o unavailing. The choice is an |

important one, and [ sincerely hope that it may
be wisely made.

A raport fram theSecretary of W,
ing a detailed view of the :ﬂ'.-uir:‘;? that de-
partment, accompanies this communication.

T'he desultory duties connected with the re-
moval of the Indians, in which the army has
been constantly engaged on the noribern and
western frontiers, and in Florida, have ren-
dered it impracticable to carry into full effect

| the plan recommonded by the SBecretary for
and fairly elieit- |
affairs is never ulti- |

improving s discipline. In every instance
where the regiments Lisve been cuncentrated,
they have made great progress; and the Lest
results may be anticipated from a contingance

of this system,

rerns of ;mim-hml.,uruunnmplmi extent and During the last season, a art
duration, have recently existed in this as in, of the troops have been employed in tm‘m!iﬂg |
other commercial nations, is undoubtedly true. [ the Indians from the interior to the territory
I'o suppose it necessary now to irace theae | Assigned them in the west—a duty which they
reverses o their sources, would be a reflection | have performed efficiently, and with praise-
on the intelligence of my fellow l‘mmm.-| worthy humanity; and that partion of them
Whatever may have been the obscurity jn| which have been stationed in Florida, contin-
which the subjeci was involved during the ved active operations thers lhruugl;.om the
earlier stages of the revalsion, there cannot| beats of summer.
now be many by whom the whole question is,  The paliey of the United States in regard
nat fully understond | to the Indians, of which a suerinet nrl-mgt ™
Not deeming it within the constitutional | 2iven in my massage of 1838, and of the wis-
powers of the General Government o repair dom and expediency of which | am fully sat
private losses sustained by reverses in business | isfied, has teen continued in active upe:unm;
liaving no connexion with the public service,  tiroughout the whole period of myv adming
either by direct appropriations from the treas. | tration. Since the Spring of 1537, more l|u:1:l
wry, or by qn-rm.‘rrn ation designed 10 ge. | forty thousand Indians have been removed 1o
rure exclusive rrﬂ'l eges and immunities 1o their new homes west of the Missinsipd; and
tadividuals or classes 10 preferonce 1o, and at| I am happy 1o add, that all AcCounts lt-m'wm'
the vxpence of, the greal majority necessarily | [0 represenung the results of this measure as
detarred from any participation in them, no| eminently beneficial to that people.
Miemt 1o doso has been either made, recom.|  The emigration of the Seminoles alone has
mended, or encamraged by the present Execy. | been sttended with serious difficulty, and oc-
uke casisned bloodshed; hostilities have been com-

C I is believed, however, that the great poy. | menced by the Indians in Flotids, under the |

poses for the attwinment of which the Fecoral! Appiobonsion that they would be compelled,

'Iun!y acoumulated.

tive summer operations, was met by proposi.
tions for peace; and, fromJthe fortunate coin-
cidence of the arrival in Florida, atthe same
period,of a delegation from the Seminoles who
are happily settled west of the Mississippi, and
are now anxious to persunde their countrymen
to join them thers, hopes were for some time
entertained that the Indians might be induced
to leave the Territory without further difficul-
ty. These hopes have proved fallacious, and
hostilities have been renewed thronghout the
whole territory, That this contest has endur-
ed so long, is to be attributed to causes beyond
the control of the Government. Experienced
generals have had the command of the troaps;
officers and soldiers have alike distinguished
themselves for their activity, patience, and en-
during courage; the army has been constantly
furnished with supplies of every description;
and we must look l’nr the canses which have
a0 long proerastinated the issue of the contest
in the vast extent of the theatre of hostilities,
the almost insurmountable obstacles presented
by the natura of the country, the climate, and
the wily character of the savages.

The sites for marine hospitals on the rivers
and lakes, which I was authorized to select
and cause o be purchased. have all been de-
signated, but, the aspropriation not proving
sufficient, conditional arrangements only have
been made for their acquisition, It is for
Congress to decide whether those conditional
purchases shall be sanctioned, and the humane
intentions of the law carried into full effect.

The navy, as will appear from the accom-
p!nlying report of the Secretary, has been
usefully and honorably employed in the pro-
tection of our commerce and citizens in the
Mediteiranean, the Pacific, on the coast of
Brazil, and in the Gulf of Mexico. A small

squadron, consisting of the frigate Constella-

tion and the sloop-of-war Boston, under Com.
modore Kearney. is now on its way to China
and Indian seas, for the purpose of attending
tn oor interests in that quarter; and Command-
et Aulick, in the sloop-of-war Yorkwown, has
been instructed to visit the Sandwich and ~o-
ciety Islands, the coasis of New Zealand and
Japanjtogether with other ports and islands
frequented by our whaleships, for the purpose
of giving them countenance and protection,
should they ba required. Other smaller ves-
sels, have been, and still are, employed in
rruuruting the surveys of the coast of the
Inited Siates, directed hy wvarious ncts of
Congress; and those which have been com-
pleted will shortly be laid before you.
The exploring expedition, at the latest date,
was preparing to feavu the Bay of Islands,
Mew Zeland, in further prosecution of objects

which have, thus far, been successfully ac- |

complished, The discovery of a new conti.
nent, which was first seen in latitude 6n2
south, longitude 153,27 east, and afterwards
in latitude 66,31 south, longitude 153, 40 east,
by Lieutenants Wilkes an
tent of 1800 miles, but on which they could not
land in consequence of the ice,is one ofthe hon-

| orable results of the enterprise. Lieut. Wilkes |

bears testimony to the zeal and good conduct
of his officers aud men; and it 1s but just 1o
that officer 1o state that he appears to have
performed the duties assigned lim with an ar-
dor, ability, nnd perseverance, which give ev-
ery assurance o} an honorable issue 1o the
undertaking,

‘The report of the Postmaster General, here-
with transmitted, will exhibit the service of
that depariment the past vear, and its present
condition, The transportation has been main -
tained during the year to the full extent au-
thurized by the existing laws; sume improve-
ments have been affected, which the public
intorest seemed urgently to demand, but net
involving any material additional expendit-
ure, the contractors have generally perform-
ed their engagements with fidelity; the post-
masters, with few exceptions, have rendered
their accounts and paid their quarterly balan-
ces with promptitude; and the whole service
uf the department has maiotained the efficion-
cy for which it has for several vears been
distinguished.

The acts of Congress establishing new mail
routes, and requiring more CXPEnSIVE BOITVICes
on others, and the increasing wants of the
country, for three years past, carried the ex-
penditures  something
revenues, the excess haviug been met, unul
the past year, by the surplus which had previ-

st surplus having '

h their teoaty stipula- [been exhausted, and the anticipated increase |

in the revenue not having been realized, nw-
Ling to the depression in _lhv commercial bhui.
| ness of the country, the inances of the depart-
ment exhibit a small deficiency at the close of
the last fiscal vear. s resources, however,
are ample; and the reduced rates of compen-
sation for the transportation service, which
may be expectold on the future lettings, from
the general reduction of prices, with the in-
Er‘wnse of revanae that may reasonabily bo an-

partment in a prosperous condition.

Constdering the unfavorable circamstances
which have existed the past year, it is a
gratifying result that the revenue has not de-
clined, as compared with the preceding year,
but, on the contrary, axhibits a small incrense;
the circumstances referred o having had no
other effect than to check the expected in-
come.

It will be seen that the Postmaster General
suggests cenain improvements in the estab.
lishment, designed to reduce the weight of the
mails, cheapen the transportation.ensure great
er regularity in the service, and secure a con-
siderable roduction in the rates of letter post-
|n|m—nn object highly desirable. The sub-
Ject is one of general interest o the communi-
ty, and is respectfully recommended to your
cansideration.

The suppression of the African slave-trade
has received the continued attention of the
Government, The brig Dolphin and schoo-
ner Grampus have been emploved the last
season on  the coast of Africa, for the
purpose of preventing such portions  of
that trade as was uig to be prosecnted un-
der the American A cruising off
those parts of the ‘usually resorted to by
slavers, until the eommencement of the rainy
season, these vessels returned to the United
States for supplies, and have since been des-
patched on a similar service.

From the reports of the commanding offi-
cers, it appears that the trade is now princi-
pally carried on under the Portuguese colors,
and they express the opinion that the appre-
hension of their presence on the slave.coast
has, in a great degree, arrested the prostitu-
tion of the American flag to this inhnman pur-
pose. It is hoped that, by continuing to main-
tain this force in that quarter, and by the ex-
ertions of the officers in command, much will
be done to put a stop to whatever portion of
this traffic may have been earried on under
the American flag; and to prevent its vse in a
trade which, whifs it violates the laws,is equal-
ly an outrage on the rights of others and the
f{-ulingl of humanity.

‘The offorts of the several Governments who
are anxiously seeking to suppress this traffic
must, however, be directed against the facili-
ities afforded by what are now recognized as
legitimate commercial pursuits, before the ob-
ject can be fully accomplished. Supplies of
provisions, water casks, merchandise, and arti-
cles connected with the prosecution of the
slave tra re, it is understood, freely carried
by vessels of different nations to the slave
factories; and the effects of the factors are
transporied openly from one slave station to
another, without interruption or punishment
by either of the nations to which they belong,
engaged in the commerce of that region. I
submit to your judgment whether this Gov-
ernment, having been the first to prohibit, by
adequate penalties, the slave trade,—the first
to declare it piracy—should not be first, also,
to forbid to its citizens all trade with the slave
factories on the coast of Africa; giving an ex-
ample to all nations in this respect, which, if
fairly followed, cannot fail to produce the
most effective results in breaking up those

dens of iniguity.
M. VAN BUREN.
Wasminaron, Dec. 5, 1840.
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From the Journal of Commerce.
AN INDIAN CHIEF,
The life and death of Nicholas Cusick, Chiefof
the Tusearora Indians,

Mennrs, Editors,—From the North Ameriean,
Baptist Reginter, and other sourova, I have pre.
pared the following notice of the life and death of
one of the mostinieresting Indian characters ever
known in this eountry; and shall be happy to see
it pubilished in your paper.

bird. at Tuscarora village, Oct. 20, 1840, Ni-
cholas Cusick, aged B2 years, 4 months, and 17
days, lunli a principal ehiel of the Tuscarora In.
dians e was born at the Oneida Reservation
June 15th, 176G. His father was an English

ticipated from the revival url‘l:llll'l'll'l“l‘l-.ll aclive |
ity, must soun place the finances of the de- | .

Niagara viver, paid (heir
mil=s dintant, & visit, gnd Min
Inid their fields waste, aoy .
clove of the war 1hai they gy, | 8
tarn o guiel to their hnemey L
With Cumiek v bured 5 Tind s
the h!ll'lflr of the dilfvrsn 1 e e
habiting that seelinn of Eilithley .
tury Lo be lame ged gy "
which he possessed has poy o, '
wome work and | reseeved ,,'l', P
eentury moro the ced men ) o
race of beings who onee ik, ™
the countey, but of whom seare, "
emain Lo mrk the places of gy, ™
OF this Cusivk had o lively pone, ™
him & most melaneholy ihogpn,
f"" mura, 6ol one of 8l e o,
i raee, whi onee inlab :
from the Irozen regionm of the
| Mexion, would be Find o & I.
| BOI] L0 WEEYE DY A TENING Plyce o s
{1 have many vivid poenipon ™
gaished chivl 1wy o -nn..,,.m;" -
Cusick was truly s [y .:||,!,_ s
wan placed, it reqn red bt 4 4 "
1o discover that v ste ey - -
siature he was aboot 0 feey] ..
portioued limbs, Tl feagy, e
characier, llfnllgl, marked ¢4
Ing conntenaner.  [le wa
personagens, who on the 4 .
lenve an indelivle inpressiog o |
wretnined o the Tatest dave ooy,
| hour bave | spent at the oy
hiward lim relate the sermnes Privd
enrhier daysm It wis lighly jn1.
times to wateh the changes visiifs ny
aw the visions of the past [iied bty .
one. moment his eye, which wa T;|
plereing woula beam with deligh ™
on the deeds of eharity or himan
somne of his | ved kindeed had p o
other moment that same rYe seomed b
when in sirains of eloquednce e ey
raic deed
It is over filly years sinee e pofon
Christian and at that time onited wih
gationnl church in Oue da eonnty. Has
sequently sppointed an interpreier s
Six Natianw,of the Mssionary ﬁt.« 1N The g
ing, 1n which different denaminations se
ed.  In this eapacity he travelled with +
ol missinnaries, Lo whom he was slrong
ed, Ilis interpretations wers ever e
very faithful, and were highly asefol 1o
dians. e resigned his olice sbout 10
sinee, owiaf chiefly 0 his sdvareed age s
firmities.  He offered himwell an a e
Tusoarora Baptist Chureli in May J50% 504
being received was baplised by bis son |
James Cusiek.  Sinee L gl be liae
‘nithful and worthy member of We ghareh,
hins token a deep interestin ite prosperiy
ting his lnat sickness e enjoyed e coge |
of religion, nnd wos entirely resigoed 1o 1
of his heavenly futher, waiting lor his e
come. “On one oecamon,” suid his sor,
pea ed for a short time 1o be womewhst ;
and observed to me, “My son, as my ne
not mentioned when | wan baptized, | fets
wrillen in the book of life ™ 1 told hm b
to the Bible for our direetion. | took ik
and read before him *Go teach oll natioo i
ing them in the name ol the Father,
Son, wnd of the Holy Ghost,” and | i,
itin nut in our own name we are o be iy
but the name of God in his holy trinity
| nid this, his countenance wus changré.
wan happy, and he was filled with consly
his dwelt on the richuess of (irace toww
O! how happy he sl'lecl,t:aullnlr those tht m
to may, the Christinn’s hope is enongh &
him to exclnim, O death, where ia thy
grave where in thy vietory!” O pray for &
the Lord may sanctify my affliction. The
sl of Yrother Cusick was numerously
and a discourse was delivered by hrothe
from 1 Cor, xv. 65.
Tuscarora village, where . great purelof the
of the Cliel wan spent, is situa'ed on ihe bow
what now bears the name ol Lawisiown
tain. It is the northern termination of th
strats of lime rock whiel underiays the fued
country severnl hundred miles in extent i
weat, aud reaches south to the Alleghssy
tins, The tribe now numbers sbont (v
dred and “‘h-? persons altogether, and wal
decreasing. here has been a missionary W
schaol in the trbe for the last thily yesn,
within the threo last; Most of thie sk
owners in the soil can speak the Englal
qyage and many of them ean both readand e
bere are few among them who are dn
snd several of thein are devoul n
churelh. Among the latter is 0 son o
named Janey, 1[9 has stodied divigiy, w
now supplying the place of the former niw
ries.
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merchant of & very wealthy and respeeta e fam-
ily. Atthe age of ten yenrs he was placn—d nt
schaol at Juhostown, under the patronage of Sir |
Wiilliam Johnson, where he remained several
yeurs ane then returned to his own penple. At
the commencement of the Revolutionary war.tha |
British governinent were anxious o sccure his
services in fevor of the crown, and through the
medium of a distinguinhed officer proposed to him
& eommission in the army with a large salary, but
he uiterly refused the offer saying “I will not |
fight against my own woil, Imtfmil bet a defend. |
er of iny conntry." At this remark the British
officer wae highly offended  Shortly after this,
the agent ol the provineiul government held a
counel with the Irendly Oneida Indians, and
Nichulas Cugick offered himsclf as a volunteer,
and am such enlisted 1n the army under General
Waslunglon. He soon received n lieutennnt's
eommission, and joined the nrmy witly about fifty
Tumarora warriors, whom he had induced to rs-
povds the eavse of American Independence. e
eonlinued in sclive service ahout five years, and
from his knowledge of the English aud Indisn
languages he was of exsental servite in matvra
regarding the Indinns. He wa:in several en-

On many oocasions he appears 1o have endered
impurtant service (n the Americans, when aoting
with his warriors as & scouting party. One ol
| these deserves to be particalarly mentioned —
~ALa lUme when General Lafayette was en amped
on the Delaware river, near ll{n city of Philadel-
phin, he had designed o join battle with the Brit-
ih.  He aceordingly frew up his ariny in order
far batile. But Cusick went befure hun with his
L warriors, as spies, and finally eame so glose 1o the
| British dragoons that he very narrowly escaped
from their hands. He bowever asceriained that

the British army was more thon 600 sirong, which |

fact he eommunicated 10 Gen. Lalayeite, whn,
in view of his army which hombersd but abouat
3000, prudently resolved not Lo enesunter the
Beush, but retreated and joined the main arny
under Georeral Washington, thus Cusick inyiru-

mentally saved the aruy from probable destiue- |

tion anc defest At the close of L war o pen-
sion of §I0 was granted to him by the United

Siates government which he has received umil |

the present lime, Shortly after the restoration of
peace, he was appointed by the 8ix Nations prin.
cipal clief of the Tusearores, and during the
tine he held that office he was ever regurded as
fanhful 1o using bis endeavors fur the good uf
bis peaple, and of the United Blates
When the lute war was declared, immediately
jon the rmit: of the intelligence, at the head of
8 large numberof his tribe, he went forth and
volunteered his services in defence of his country.
hose servioes were acoepled, and he, with Loo
of bis sons, had the hanor of fighling by the side
of Genern's Brown, Beott, and Porter st the bat.
tUesof Chipews and Lundy's Lane. For the gol
;iulli:f bimsell sud l.ri‘-, the British soldiery
m the Indians in the British service, whils they

possession of Fort Niagams, at the mouth of

by openly participating inoa transs
{ torpiade, lie ordered Malano lo pret

| mes their own number
| 4o the last, and evinced 8 heroie o0
| & better cause and a better fate

ed

By the wchooner Darie, arrived yesterly!
Tampico, we learn that the Texian vl

W the nomiber of 150, who ecossed the 119
under Canales, 1o aid the federal pa ‘l’ e
livered up o Lien, Montaga sl pé Jo. A
the cominander-in-cliel dechiming (b app s
matter,

Oun the defeat of the federnl axmy at Van
the mon h of March last, Canales Melis
Cardennn made their es ape into Tepm #
they were received by thggpeo, 1o witl 1w
customed kindoess nl pitulity.  Alie
ing several inefleetunl npplications ro the =
meet for aid and assistance, they putlinhed

ous inflammatory proclaimations, depicing
strangest terue, the wrangs and LU T R
nnlortusale counirymen, wh--. Nowas @y

waore ruled with arod of irn by fyrants ané
pots These falye tepresentati ns, Ynoked b
cious promises ol land and mahey, fuumed
spirit of many & daring youtl in Texes and ué
eed them o Noedin hundreds W0 Ui spgoius
the river Nueces, with mditury sfores, &¢
news of the [ate revaltin the aity of Megien gom
an additional impulse to the eniefpree, guicie

Hudson,for an ex- gagements oader Generals Wayne and Lafayeite. | od their movements and hastened (hiir mared 8

the frontier,
On Aheir arrival onthe banks of the Ri: Gae

they learned with astonishment that (he st

tion at the cupiul had proved i he s e ‘:
that the ezisting stale of affarra left o o
hopes of making a formidabile ampresss &
conntry, with the handful ofmen comyeid :
forces, and it they returned (o Frasnihe '.'
be unable to B the many ublgations -,’
there. This apparent hflja-lrtl anndi e
ed & neare consiltationg betwpen Canslo .
and Cardenas, who finally deteripmd i v'
up skl the foreigners in Lhwar fanks bo 17 "
| provided they coald make terue lor b .
salety and that ol their '“'""." fullwert B
| order Lo eairy this oelapious plan (00 F ¢
was dermed advinabile o divide bt " 3

pursue different routes  Molano puses
river first, with about 150 lopegaers end 'I.
Mesicans; and by la'me prelences rlr"!"‘“'

coying them into the interior as fee 8 ';"
whete he o ened & secrel currosp "-*"I rd
Gen, Avista, about the middle of Augs* ',
closed o him his perfidions designs ':
mous proposal was scorpled by Arata 00
rity; bul we he was unwilling o sian ®

|
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tillo and deliver his wietims Yo
Gien. Montego. In the wigieiy of 1h! 17
the E3d all the fore goers weie shaee s
daned to the enemy, conmsting of m0*
They W
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have fall fior o
Tll" iave fallen & sacn lwtl'l“‘”

treachery of Molano, & man who

father during the Mezican 'u-,"j: ‘I::
dence—who has thrice heen a tnaltef




